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Travelling Over and Under the Gotthard Pass 

from Roman Times to 2016 

Part I. Travelling the Gotthard Pass Before the Railroad 

by Richard T. Hall 

 In anticipation of the projected 

opening of the new Gotthard Tunnel in 2016, 

this series of articles will look at travelling 

the Gotthard Pass both historically and 

philatelically, drawing heavily on the late 

Felix Ganz’s Gotthard collection through the 

courtesy of Peter Affolter of Ehrendingen who 

purchased Felix’s collection and who allowed 

the staff at Rolf Rölli’s establishment to scan 

it for me.  

 

 The Alps form a formidable barrier to 

travel and trade between southern and 

northern Europe.  The Romans used the 

Great St. Bernard pass and the route over 

Mount Cenis to gain access to the area of now 

western Switzerland and the Septimer and 

San Bernardino passes to reach the area that is now Graubünden in eastern Switzerland.  Figure 1 shows 

a portion of a map of the Roman Empire based on works by Pliny the Elder,           (continued on page 7) 
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Figure 1. The Roman Empire showing principal roads over the Alps. 
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“Fleckitis” on Self-adhesive Swiss stamps 
Christoph Hertsch, AIEP, SBPV/ASEP, AIJP 

This article appeared in the Berner Briefmarken Zeitung, October 2012 and is reprinted here with the 
gracious permission of BBZ and the author.  The translation is by Richard T. Hall. 

We warn the collectors’ community of forgeries which are being offered on the Internet or elsewhere 

for sale. These forgeries on self-adhesive stamps have blotches of color which are alarming and unusual in 

their size and shape. In regard to these forgeries, it must be pointed out that genuine varieties arising from 

the printing process exist  (see green page in Switzerland and Liechtenstein Catalogue 2013, p.156).  

The obvious question is the price at which they are offered. Such variants (depending on the size of 

spots) have fancy prices of between Fr. 100 - and Fr. 2000 -. 

 Absolutely, let such stamps 

be expertized.  Further in-

formation can be obtained 

from the expertizing section 

of Zumstein & Co. as well as 

the collector protection sec-

tion of the VSPHV 

 

 

 

Forgeries from the Ricardo.ch 2012 auction 
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President’s Column 

The state of our Society is very good, from a 

financial, publications, and general achievement 

standpoint.  To summarize: 

Our Treasurer, Bruce Marsden, reports 

that we are in good shape financially.  We took 

some risks, especially in publications, but the Soci-

ety has come out fine.  The fund-raising for the 

$5000 APRL Library Naming project has also suc-

cessfully concluded, and some generous AHPS 

members have also donated money in addition to 

their dues, significantly helping our financial posi-

tion.  Thanks to all who contributed. 

We are now sold out of the Philately of 

Switzerland handbook.  There are no plans to re-

print it.  If you were fortunate enough to obtain a 

copy, hang onto it.  I suspect it will become as col-

lectible as its subject!   There are plans to do a se-

cond edition, but that is going to be an e-book on a 

CD.  We are also sold out of Mike Peter's IKW 

book.  Another collectible!  If you have not acquired 

Chuck LaBlonde's monograph on Post D-Day 

Swiss Mail Swiss Mail to/from Great Britain and 

the Americas, order it soon, direct from Chuck 

(see the January TELL for details).    

By the time you read this we likely will be 

having our annual convention at TEXPEX in Dal-

las.  Hopefully a good time will be had by all.  

I have detailed many other accomplish-

ments of the Society in my November column, and 

I will not repeat them here, but I do wish to em-

phasize that if any of your friends share 

your passion for Swiss philately, membership in 

this organization is an outstanding value for 

a relatively trivial cost.  New members are always 

welcome. 

  Bob Zeigler  

  AHPS President 

Our New (but not new) 

2013-14 Officers 

In the AHPS elections last December, all of 

our current officers and directors were reelected 

for another two years: 

President Bob Zeigler 

Vice President Roger Heath 

Secretary Dick Hall 

Treasurer Bruce Marsden 

Regional Director East Rudy Keller 

Regional Director Central Mike Peter 

Regional director West Dana Nielsen 

Our thanks to them for guiding AHPS 

through a spectacular two years (see the Presi-

dent’s Column, left) and being willing to continue! 

 

Philately of Switzerland 

Second Edition Plans 
Dick Hall has started work on the second 

edition of his/our award-winning book The Philat-

ely of Switzerland.  The second edition will be an e-

book, not printed and bound.  The contents are 

open for revision.  Authors of the chapters have 

been invited to send Dick their revisions.  There 

are other chapters written by people who have 

lapsed their membership or died, that are open for 

you to work on.  Here is a list; please communicate 

with Dick Hall if you can help: 

 Chapter 17: Franchise Stamps 

 Chapter 19: Booklets, Tête-Bêche, Se-

Tenant, and Interspace Pairs: need someone in 

addition to Harry Winter and Dick Hall) 

 Chapter 20: International Organizations: need 

someone for UN-Geneva 
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 Chapter 24: Miscellaneous Issues: need some-

one for Kocher stamps and for railway stamps 

 

Best 2012 TELL Article   
You have voted the article in the March 

2012 TELL “Switzerland in World War II: Its De-

fense – Its Survival – Its Refugees and Internees” 

by Ernie Bergman and Dick Hall as the best TELL 

article of 2012.  Congratulations and thanks to 

Ernie and Dick for their excellent work, and 

thanks to our AHPS members for giving the article 

this recognition.  We also thank Ernie Bergman 

and Rudy Keller again for their grant to AHPS to 

underwrite the publication cost of that special is-

sue (copies are still available from Dick Hall for 

$20).   

 

Swiss Consilium Elects 

Hall 
The Consilium Philateliae Helveticae 

(Council of Swiss Philately) has elected Dick Hall a 

corresponding member in recognition of his sup-

port of Swiss philately in the United States, espe-

cially his achievement in editing Philately of 

Switzerland – An Introductory Handbook, pub-

lished by AHPS in 2010. He becomes only the third 

American to gain this honor, following Chuck 

LaBlonde in 1996 and Harlan Stone in 2002. 

The Consilium was founded in 1945 “to 

promote the development and study of Swiss phi-

lately”. It limits its size to 40 active Swiss mem-

bers and 10 corresponding foreign members who 

have been “involved with great worthiness in 

Swiss philately”.  

With the addition of Dick, there are now 

nine corresponding members. In addition to the 

three Americans, they include three from Germa-

ny, two from France and one from Austria. Both 

active and corresponding members go on inactive 

but honorary status when they reach their 80th 

birthdays. The Consilium’s website is 

www.cphh.ch.  

 

Letter to the Editor 
Dear Editor: 

I am enraged, disappointed and disbeliev-

ing re the article in Tell concerning Swiss Volun-

teers in German military re WW2.  It is beyond 

belief and wildly insulting not to mention the Anti 

Semitism inherent in every syllable of the "article".  

As a historian myself and old enough to have lived 

through the Holocaust, it is insulting to my and 

everyone else's intelligence to avoid the obvious 

truth. 

At the least, an article re any Swiss volun-

teers (if there were any) on the Allied side or any 

help offered (by their STRICT neutrality) would be 

mandatory by those who profited greatly from the 

conflict. 

  Embarassed 

  Bruce Davidson 

The author’s reply: 

The purpose of my article was to tell the 

story of the Swiss citizens that volunteered in the 

German Military during World War II and to show 

examples of postal history they and their families 

created. 

The reasons for volunteering were given, 

including the fact they may have agreed with the 

Nazi socialist ideology which includes their anti-

semitic viewpoint. However, not all volunteers 

signed up because they agreed with this political 

slant. Many were soldiers looking for a war. Teen-

agers looking to get away from their families. Per-

haps the anti-Bolshevik crusade was something 

they wanted to be a part of. 

To surmise that the article was anti-semitic 

was a significant stretch of the imagination. 

  Mike Peter  

BUYING / SELLING 
WORLD COINS 

Specializing in coins and medals of 

SWITZERLAND 
 

U.S. Distributor of 
Modern Schützentaler 

 

Craig Keplinger 
Keplinger World Coins 

P O Box 5123 
CORALVILLE IA 52241 

Website: www.numiswiss.com 
PH: (319)339-9447; FAX: (319)339-9465 

Email: keplingercoins@mchsi.com 

 

 

http://www.cphh.ch/
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall 

Every year at 

dues payment time I 

receive several remit-

tances with interest-

ing postage.  I 

appreciate your ef-

forts to brighten up 

your envelopes.  This 

year, two in particu-

lar caught my inter-

est.  The first (Figure 

1) bears the new Day 

of the Stamp souve-

nir sheet and was 

cancelled at RhyBra 

‘12.  A very nice cover. 

The second was franked with a 

Swiss web stamp (Figure 2) showing a 

very healthy looking baby.  I was in-

trigued so I wrote to the member who 

sent his payment franked with that 

stamp, Christian Geissmann.  Chris-

tian, who is the publisher of Post & 

Geschichte Magazin, wrote back, “It my 

son Thure, Orell.”  Congratulations, 

Christian.  I hope he grows up to be a 

stamp collector. 

In response to my little piece on the village of Amden in the Janu-

ary TELL, I had an e-mail from Gene Fricks asking if I could do a piece on 

his ancestor’s home town.  Unfortunately, that town hasn’t had a K-cancel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

so it doesn’t qualify for “Touring Switzerland 

through its Pictorial Cancels” column. But if 

you have a town you’d like me to feature in the 

column, drop me a line and I’ll see what I can 

do. 

A new K-cancel went into service on 

January 3, 2013 – K 169c from 4950 Huttwil in 

Canton Bern (Figure 3). It replaces K 169b 

which was last used on December 31, 2012. 

The inscription on the new cancel, “natürlich 

mittendrin” translates to “naturally right in 

 
Fig. 1.  Dues envelope with Day of the Stamp sheet 

 
Fig. 2.  Swiss Web stamp featuring Christian Geissman’s son 

 
Fig. 3.  Huttwil K-cancel 

 
Fig. 4.  Huttwil main street 
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the middle”, which refers, I assume, to the fact that during the Swiss peasant war of 1653, Huttwil was a 

center of the rebellion.  Huttwil has had an unfortunate history with fire – the town has burned down three 

times, first in 1340, then in 1537, and finally in 1834.  It was after this last fire that the town was rebuilt 

in the neo-classical style which gives it a very unified appearance.  The K-cancel shows the main street of 

the town with the steeple of the Evangelical Reformed church in the background.  Taken from the town’s 

web site, Figure 4 shows a photograph of the main street which is very similar to the cancel. 

One other change in the world of K-cancels.  K-cancel K 1366 from Rigi was used for the last time 

on September 29, 2012. 

 

There have been several post office closings in the past few months, several of which had K-cancels. 

1.  On November 30, 2012, the post office at 6487 Göschenen (Canton Uri) was closed [assumed by 6484 Wassen] 

[K-cancel K 199a was last used on that date]  Göschenen is the village at the north portal of the 

Gotthard tunnel. 

2.  On December 1, 2012, the post office at 6866 Meride (Canton Ticino) was closed  

 [assumed by 6852 Genestrerio] [K-cancel K 1620 was last used on that date] 

3.  On December 7, 2012, the post office at 6997 Sessa (Canton Ticino) was closed  

 [assumed by 6987 Caslano] [K-cancel K 1192 was last used on that date] 

4.  On December 28, 2012, the following post offices were closed: 

 8757 Filzbach (Canton Glarus) [assumed by 8753 Mollis] [K-cancel K 257b was last used on that date] 

 7317 Valens (Canton St. Gallen) [assumed by 7310 Bad Ragaz] 

  [K-cancel K 614a was last used on that date] 

5.  On December 31, 2012, the following post offices were closed: 

 6475 Bristen (Canton Uri) [assumed by 6473 Silenen] [K-cancel K 420a was last used on that date] 

 6383 Dallenwil (Canton Nidwalden) [assumed by 6386 Wolfenschiessen] 

  [K-cancel K 903 was last used on that date] 

6.  On January 5, 2013, the post office at 4133 Pratteln 2 Stockmatt (Canton Basel-Land) was closed  

 [assumed by 4133 Pratteln 1] 

7.  On January 11, 2013, the post office at 6026 Rain (Canton Luzern) was closed  

 [assumed by 6274 Eschenbach] 

8.  On January 17, 2013, the post office at 4813 

Uerkheim (Canton Aargau) was closed  

 [assumed by 4800 Zofingen] 

9.  On January 19, 2013, the post office at 9313 

Muolen (Canton St. Gallen) was closed  

 [assumed by 9315 Neukirch (Egnach)] 

10.  On February 8, 2013, the post office at 1091 

Grandvaux (Canton Vaud) was closed  

 [assumed by 1095 Lutry]  

 [K-cancel K 976a was last used on that date] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
 

 

Inquiries or Membership:  

    Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
    E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch 
Website: http://www.ganzsachen.ch 
 
 

 

 

mailto:albrikwi@bluewin.ch
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Travelling Over and Under the Gotthard Pass 

from Roman Times to 2016 

(continued from page 1)  Naturalis Historia Book IV (circa 60 AD); Tacitus, Germania (circa 100 AD); and 

Ptolemy, Geographia (circa 140 AD).1 [The modern names of some of the cities shown on the map are:  

Mediolanum = Milan (Italy), Argentorate = Strasbourg (France), Augusta Vindelicorum = Augsburg (Ger-

many), Vindobona = Vienna (Austria), and Lugdunum = Lyon (France).] The principal Roman road into 

Switzerland can be seen passing over the Alpes Graiae passing through Martigny at the eastern end of the 

lake of Geneva. 

 A more detailed map of the area of today’s Switzerland as a part of the Roman Empire2 is given in 

Figure 2. The Roman road discussed above can be seen entering western modern-day Switzerland over the 

Summus Poeninus (Great St. Bernard pass). The other Roman road into Switzerland took the easterly 

route Comum (Como, Italy) - Bilitio (Bellinzona) - Curia (Chur) - Brigantium (Bregenz, Austria). Signifi-

cantly, the Romans made little use of the Gotthard pass. 

 The Gotthard, the most direct route to northern Europe, was little used until the early 13th century 

because of the difficulty of travel through the Schöllenen Gorge of the Reuss river on the northern side of 

the pass. On the next pages Figures 3 and 5 show, respectively, maps of the cantons of Uri and 

Unterwalden and the canton of Ticino.  These maps were made by the Zürich cartographer Heinrich Keller 

and published around 1820. If you look carefully, you can see the Gotthard trail. Figure 4 is an enlarge-

ment of the most difficult portion of the Gotthard trail – the dotted line – between Wassen and Hospental.  

                                                
1
  Taken from the Wikipedia article “Roman Roads”. 

2
  Taken from the Wikipedia article “Early History of Switzerland” 

 
Fig. 2. Switzerland as part of the Roman Empire showing the principal roads over the Alps 
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 The Gotthard Pass is cited in a 13th century 

guide to pilgrims wishing to travel to Rome and a 

chapel was dedicated to the Bavarian Saint 

Gotthard of Hildesheim around 1230. An associated 

hospice was built (rebuilt in the late 17th century) 

and operated by the Capuchin order to assist trav-

elers over the pass until 1841.  An associated hos-

pice was built (rebuilt in the late 17th century) and 

operated by the Capuchin order to assist travelers 

over the pass until 1841.  A 1785 painting by 

Charles-Melchoir Descourtis of the hospice is 

shown in Figure 6.  The hospice and the associated 

buildings are shown on a 19th century postcard 

(Figure 7).  The Pro Patria Foundation has restored 

the buildings, one of which houses a Gotthard mu-

seum. The museum is shown on one of the 1998 Pro 

Patria stamps (Zumstein PP 262) (Figure 8) and is 

the building at the far right on the postcard view. 

 The first bridge through the Schöllenen 

Gorge was the so-called Twärrenbrücke.  According 

to tradition a blacksmith from Göschenen and 

Andermatt in 1220 came up with the idea to sus-

Fig. 4. Detail from the circa 1820 map of Cantons Uri and 

Unterwalden showing the Schöllenen Gorge. Modern spell-

ings of locations are: 1, Wassen; 2, Wattingen; 3, 

Göschenen; 4, Teufelsbrücke (Devil’s Bridge”; 5, Urner Loch; 

6, Andermatt; 7, Hospental 

 

 
Fig. 3. Map of Cantons Uri and Unterwalden (circa 1820) 
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pend a wooden bridge from chains attached to the shear, almost perpendicular rock face.  It is known that 

the Walser people of the Valais had the technical skills to build such a bridge based on their construction of 

the system of irrigation pipes in the steep valleys of the Valais. The Twärrenbrücke existed until 1707. 
 

 
  Fig. 5. Map of Canton Ticino (circa 1820) 
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 The next bridge to be 

built in the Gorge was the 

famous Teufelsbrücke or 

“Devil’s Bridge”.  The 

Teufelsbrücke can be seen 

toward the bottom of the 

map shown in Figure 5. The 

first bridge at this location 

along the Reuss was of wood 

and was completed in 1230.  

It was replaced by a stone 

bridge in 1595 which was destroyed in a violent storm in 

1888. Figure 9 shows a painting, circa 1833, Building the St. 

Gotthard Teufelsbrücke, by Carl Blecher and Figure 10 shows a 

painting by J.M.W. Turner, The St. Gotthard Teufelsbrücke, dated 

circa 1803. The 1595 bridge had been replaced by a wider bridge in 

1820 which is the bridge shown on the 10c + 10c value of the 1953 

Pro Patria issue (Zumstein PP 62) (Figure 12). The old and new 

stone bridges can be seen on the postcard shown in Figure 11. A 

modern highway bridge was contructed in 1958 but the old bridge 

was allowed to remain. 

 Legend has it that when the locals were considering build-

ing the bridge in this impossible terrain and couldn’t figure out how 

to do it, one of them exclaimed, “Let the devil build a bridge here!”, 

at which point the devil appeared. The devil said, “What will you 

give me, if I build it? Let’s shake hands on it – the first who crosses 

the bridge belongs to me.” The legend goes on to say that the devil 

did build the bridge and after its completion waited on the other 

side for the first to cross it. Seeing the devil waiting, the locals had 

to think of a way to outfox him. 

They dragged an old billy goat to 

the bridge. The billy goat, seeing 

 
Fig. 11. Vintage postcard showing 

the 1595 and 1820 “Devil’s  

Bridges” 

 
Fig. 7. Vintage postcard showing the build-

ings of the Gotthard Hospice 

 
Fig. 6. Gotthardhospiz, Charles-Melchoir Descourtis 
(1785) 

 
Fig. 9. Building the St. Gotthard Teufelsbrücke, Carl 

Blecher (1833) 

 
Fig. 8. The present-day 

Gotthard Museum (Zumstein 

PP 262) 

 

Fig. 10. The St. Gotthard Teufels-

brücke, J.M.W. Turner (circa 1803) 
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Fig. 15. Zumstein 302 and a Post-  

card of the Melide causeway 

the devil on the 

other side, immedi-

ately charged 

across the bridge 

at him. The locals 

told the devil, 

“There you are! 

That’s the first to 

cross the bridge. 

You can keep him!” The legend of the bridge is 

commemorated on the 1997 Europa issue 

(Zumstein 919) (Figure 13). The artwork on 

the stamp is a reproduction of the work on the stone face above the 

bridge (upper left picture on the postcard in the figure). 

 The construction of the bridges in the Schöllenen Gorge made 

the Gotthard the route of choice for travel between northern and 

southern Europe through the end of the 15th century.  At that time, 

improvements of the Septimer Pass route with its wider roads 

changed that.  Goods traffic in particular shifted to the Septimer 

route.  Traffic on the Gotthard was generally limited to foot and 

horseback travel.   

 One of the impediments to travel on the Gotthard trail which 

contributed to the shift to the Septimer Pass route was the so-called 

Urner Loch. The giant stone formation blocked the southern end of 

the Schöllenen Gorge. The Urner Loch can be seen toward the bottom 

of the map shown in Figure 5. In 1798 Pietro Morettini from Ticino 

carved a 120-foot tunnel through the Urner Loch rock face.  This tun-

nel was only 9 feet wide and 10 feet high which was too narrow for 

carriages drawn by teams of horses but it was an improvement.  It 

would not be until 1830 that the route would be widened enough to 

accommodate postal coaches. Figure 14 is a vintage postcard showing 

a postal coach emerging from the tunnel into the Ursenen valley. 

 The principal reason for the shift of transport away from the Gotthard was the narrowness of the 

trail. The trail was widened to a road in 1830 but it remained too narrow to accommodate vehicles drawn 

by two horses side by side until well into the latter half of the 19th century. 

 Travel over the Gotthard was improved in 1826 

when the steamboat Verbano began service between 

Magadino and Arona. In 1835 coach service over the 

Gotthard began with three trips per week between 

Flüelen and Chiasso and return. At the 

northern end of the route, the steamboat 

Stadt Luzern began service between Luzern 

and Flüelen in 1837. Rail lines between Mi-

lan and Monza were completed in 1840 and 

in 1842 daily coach service over the pass 

began with an 8-passenger coach (later  

 
Fig. 13. Zumstein PP 919 and a postcard of the Teufelsbrücke 

 
Fig. 12. The 1820 Bridge 

(Zumstein PP 62) 

 
 

 
Fig. 14. Vintage postcard of a postal 

coach passing through the Urner Loch 
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changed to a 10-passenger coach). Postal coaches of the newly formed federal postal service began transit-

ing the Gotthard in 1850. 

 The causeway across the Lake of Lugano at Melide was completed in 1847.  The causeway is shown 

on the 25c value of the 1948 Engineering and Landscape definitive set (Zumstein 302) (Figure 15) and on 

the postcard in the figure. All these improvements to the road contributed to the popularity of the Gotthard 

route over competing routes, leading to a record 72,030 passengers travelling over the Gotthard pass in 

1875. The opening of the Gotthard railway in 1882 marked the end of postal coaches over the Pass. 

 A battle of the Napoleonic Wars occurred in 

September 1799. General A.W. Suvorov with his 

Russian and Austrian troops had been routing the 

French forces in northern Italy when he received 

orders to join with General Korsakov’s troops in 

Switzerland in their battle against the French un-

der Field Marshall Masséna for control of the vital 

North-South connections across Switzerland. Gen-

eral Suvorov led his troops to Taverne in canton 

Ticino. From there he ordered an attack over the 

Gotthard to surprise Masséna from behind. His 

troops managed to get as far as the Schöllenen 

Gorge where he was stopped by the French. In a 

further attempt to reach Korsakov he marched his troops over the Kinzi Pass to Schwyz where he learned 

of Korsakov’s defeat on September 28 at Muotatal. He then withdrew his exhausted forces over the Pragel 

Pass, along Lake Klöntal to Glarus 

and from there over the Panixer 

Pass to Illanz, reaching Chur from 

which he returned to Russia with 

the remnants of his forces on Octo-

ber 11, finally reaching St. Peters-

burg on April 20, 1800.  He died two 

weeks later. A monument to com-

memorate the heroic battle was 

carved into the walls of the Gorge, 

shown on a stamp of the 1999 joint 

Swiss-Russian issue (Zumstein 983, 

Figure 16), and at the lower left in 

the postcard shown in the figure. 

 As the Gotthard pass does not lie on an in-

ternational border, it is difficult to determine 

whether letters in the pre-stamp period passed over 

the Gotthard.  The Austrians promoted postal traf-

fic through their province of Lombardy-Venetia, the 

southern terminus of the Gotthard route. Table I 

shows some of the transit markings found on mail 

that transited the Gotthard. 

 Michael Amplatz illustrated in 

Postgeschichte (Nr. 83, pp. 32-60, 2000) various 

 
Fig. 16. Zumstein 983 and a  
postcard showing the Suvorov  
Monument  

 
Fig. 18. May 9, 1847 cover with the Milan transit mark “Via di 

Uniga” from Lille (France) to Palermo (Italy) via Huningen - 

Milan - Naples 

 

 
Figure. 17. Transit markings on mail from Milan 

Used from March 21, 1843 to May 2, 1846 

(regular font),  

January 16, 1847 to April 6, 1855 (italic font), 

both in red ink 

 

 

Used from 1844 to 1854 in red ink 

 

 

 

Used in 1846 in red ink 
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covers from the first half of the 19th century which 

had been carried over the Gotthard pass. The fol-

lowing are a few examples from Amplatz’s article.  

 The next installment of this series will de-

scribe the construction of the railway line through 

the Gotthard. 

 

So that the reader may understand better what it 

was like to travel over the Gotthard in the late 18th 

century, excerpts from two authors describing their trip and an 1820 guide book can be downloaded from  

http://dl.dropbox.com/u/25844002/Gotthard%20Article%20Part%201%20Supplement.pdf 
 

Two carriage journeys over the Gotthard Pass 
Thanks to Roger Heath, who pointed out to us an article in the Carriage Journal, Vol. 49, January 

2011, titled “Swiss Traveling Carriages” by Andres Furger.  You can access the article at the website  

http://www.ilhawaii.net/~rheath/misc/Carriagejournal_2011.pdf 

It’s a fascinating article with lots of illustrations and descriptions of the various types of carriages 

once common in Switzerland.  You even learn that automobiles were banned from roads in Graubünden 

until 1925. .  If you had a second home in Graubünden you couldn’t drive to it; your car had to be towed by 

a team of horses from the cantonal border to your house!  The 

article includes an account of an 1870 trip over the pass. 

But the carriages ride again!  Yes, for a mere 680 

Swiss Francs you can travel from Andermatt to Airolo on a 

replica of the coaches that once travelled the route.  The 

Historische Reisepost AG runs five-hour trips from mid-June 

to mid-September, which include drinks at two traditional 

stops, lunch, and a visit to the Gotthard Pass Museum.  You 

can visit their website – in English – at 

http://www.gotthardpost.ch/english 

 

 
 

 
Fig. 20. February 20, 1854 cover with the Milan transit mark 

“Via di Chiasso” from Bergamo (Italy) to Schirmeck (France) 

via  Milan - Chiasso - Gotthard - Basel 

 

Fig. 19. Transit mark used on 

northbound mail via Milan to 

Basel over the Gotthard 

 

 
Historisches Reisepost carriage 

  I. G. STAMPS   SWITZERLAND 
  Please visit my Web site: http:www.igstamps.com 
 Over 6000 offers of Swiss stamps and Postal history. 

 Each item has a brief description and picture. 

 You can search for your particular collecting interest. 

 As not all my stock will be listed I welcome your wants list. 

 Those members who do not have a computer please contact me.  I will send you a 
printed copy of your collecting interests. 

Ian Gilchrist, I. G. Stamps, PO Box 15, Harrogate HG11 1SL, England 

E Mail admin@igstamps.com 

 

http://dl.dropbox.com/u/25844002/Gotthard%20Article%20Part%201%20Supplement.pdf
http://www.gotthardpost.ch/english
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Treasurer’s Report: Calendar Year 2012 
 

I am pleased to submit the financial results of the Society for 2012 as compared to 2011.  In 2012, our un-

restricted fund balance increased by $2,633 as a result of continued sales of the books, Philately of Swit-

zerland and IKW Issue of Switzerland 1918-1919, and continued donations from the membership.  Our 

fundraising effort to name the Switzerland literature collection at the APRL was also successful. In con-

clusion, your Society’s financial condition remains strong and we are well positioned to continue all of our 

educational programs around Swiss philately in the English language. 

 

INCOME                            2012      2011 
Membership dues         $ 5,604 $ 5,776 

TELL advertising           2,244     855 

Auction proceeds           1,044   2,257 

Sales circuits             100     200 

Publications           5,039   7,706 

Interest on accounts             51     127 

Donations - Unrestricted         1,083   2,237 

Donations – Publications Support        2,500       - 

Donations – AHPS/APRL Switzerland Library      4,997       - 

Collections for GB & Swiss memberships       1,911   1,399 

Swiss Verein Grant              -     392 

   TOTAL INCOME         24,573  20,949 

 

EXPENSES 
TELL publication & distribution       10,387   6,167 

Web Site & Audio Visual programming           42        175 

Trophies and Awards             81     174 

Publications           3,803   6,376 

Annual meeting & publicity           115       - 

Secretarial supplies, postage, printing, misc.       821      525 

Corporate & legal              81      25 

GB & Swiss membership remittances       1,613   1,718 

   TOTAL EXPENSES         16,943  15,160 

 

CHANGES IN NET ASSETS            $ 7,630   $ 5,789  

 

ASSETS                   Dec 31, 2012  Dec 31, 2011 
Cash – Sovereign Bank checking account     $43,691 $23,434 

Cash – ING Bank certificate of deposit           -     10,302 

Cash – Paypal               -   1,847 

Cash deposit of auction program        1,000   1,000 

Cash sales circuit self-insurance fund       1,744   1,570 

Publications Inventory            30   3,170 

       TOTAL ASSETS        $46,465 $41,323 

 

LIABILITIES 
Deferred income collected in advance     $ 5,209 $ 7,871 

Contingent liability – self insurance fund       1,744   1,570        

   TOTAL LIABILITIES        $ 6,953 $ 9,441 

 

NET ASSETS         $39,512 $31,882 

 

Memo: Life Membership Fund Balance    $ 5,064 $ 5,064 

   Funds pledged to APRL        4,997       - 

        Unrestricted Fund Balance      29,451  26,818 
 

               Respectfully submitted, Bruce Marsden, Treasurer 
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